Clinical outcomes of congenital lung abnormalities.
Individually, congenital abnormalities of the lung are rare but collectively they form an important group of conditions. The range of malformations is broad and the clinical impact is very variable, depending on the degree of malformation. This article groups these conditions under their traditional headings and considers their management. However, in conditions that are atypical, it is often useful to adopt a clear anatomical approach. Consider investigations that will clearly identify the structure of the bronchial tree, lung parenchyma and the vascular supply and drainage. Describe each in logical and simple terms. Similarly, an individual assessment of function will assist in planning appropriate management. The natural history of some of the congenital lung lesions is often unknown. This gap in our knowledge has widened with the advent of detailed antenatal ultrasound scanning. Paediatricians are now faced with an increasing cohort of completely asymptomatic antenatally diagnosed congenital lung lesions and the best post-natal management is unclear. Long-term follow-up studies are required to document their natural history.